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QUESTION PAPER 21

ICSE ACADEMY
SECTION B
(AnsWer one or more quéstions from this section)
DRAMA
(Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare)
Question 2

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Brutus: Good reasons must, of force give place to better
The people twixt Philippi and this ground

Do stand but in a fore'd affection;
For they have grudged us contribution.
Lo oy
i) Which is ‘this ground’ referred to in the extract? Why does Cassius think that
Brutus’ suggestion of marching to Philippi is not good?

(3)
if) What are Brutus’ reasons for marching to Philippi immediately? (3)
iii) Explain the metaphor Brutus uses in an extract following this with which he
further justifies why they should do as he has suggested. (3)

iv) Why do you think that Cassius is willing in this occasion, against his better
judgement, to give in to Brutus’ suggestion of marching to Philippi? (3)

v) ‘The downfall of the conspirators is primarily due to the errors of judgement

made by Brutus as well as his nature.” Do you agree with this statement? Justify
your answer. 4)

ICSE ACADEMY
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Question 3

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Cassius: Give me thy hand Messala
Be thou witness that against my will.

(As Pompey was) am I compelled to set
Upon one battle all our liberties
You know I held Epicurus strong

And his opinion now I change my mind.

i) Who is Messala? Where are Cassius and Messala at this time? Give two

phrases which Cassius had used a little earlier to sarcastically describe Octavius
and Antony. 3)

ii) Who was Epicurus and what did he believe in? In what way has Cassius
changed his mind of late from the views held by Epicurus? 3)

iii) Recount the incident narrated by Cassius which links the doom and defeat of
the conspirators with the signs he saw that morning? What is Messala’s advice to

him in this regard? 3)
iv) In the event of the conspirators losing the battle, how does Brutus propose to
act and behave? What does this reveal about his character? 3)
v) Explain in brief how Cassius ended his life. What was Messala’s opinion of
Cassius’ death? (4

Sof8
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ICSE ACADEMY
SECTION C
(Answer one or more questions from this section)
PROSE-SHORT STORIES
(Treasure Chest-A Collection of Poems and Stories)
Question 4

Read the extract from William Sleator’s short story, ‘The Elevator’ given below
and answer the questions that follow:

“He thought about her all day. Did she live in the building?

He had never seen her before and the building was not very big. Maybe she
was visiting somebody?”

1) Describe the lady Martin met that day in the elevator. How did Martin feel

when he got back to the building after school and why was he ashamed for
feeling that way? (3)

ii) How did Martin’s father react when he told him about his encounter with the
fat lady? What does their conversation say about his father’s attitude towards

Martin? (3)
iii) Recount the unfortunate series of incidents which happened the next
morning after the elevator door opened. (3)
iv) Why was Martin relieved after he came back from the hospital? Why was
his relief short lived? 3)
v) Comment on the ending of the story and highlight the theme. “4)
Question 5

Read the extract from Alphonse Daudet’s story ‘The Last Lesson’ and answer
the questions that follow:

Now those fellows out there will have the right to say to you: How is it; you
pretend to be Frenchmen, and yet you can neither speak nor write your own
language? |

1) Who is the speaker of these lines? Which ‘fel/lows’ would have the right to
say and to whom would they dare to say the above lines to? (3)

ICSE ACADEMY
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if) What is the biggest regret of the speaker? Whom does he bl
why?

) Who were the others present in the schoolroo
students? Why were they there?

ame for this and
(3)

m that day besides, the

(3)

iv) Why do you think that Franz understood the lesson that day better than he

-aiu on other days? What is your perception of Franz at the beginning of the

.' story? (3)
Iism{ss how the story ‘The Last Lesson’ conveys the essence of Patriotism
the importance of cultural and linguistic identity. (4)
SECTION D

(Answer one or more questions from this section)
POETRY

(Treasure Chest-A Collection of Poems and Short Stories)
Question 6

Read the extract from the poem, ‘The Glove and the Lions’ by Leigh Hunt and
answer the questions that follow.

She dropped her glove to prove his love
Then looked at him and smiled;

i) Where is the scene set? Who were present there and why? (3)
ii) Who is the Aim mentioned in the extract? How did this person react when she
looked at him and smiled? Where did she drop her glove? 3)
Iiii) Elaborate on the lady’s real intention in dropping her glove. Did she get the
response she was looking for? Justify your answer. (3)
iv) Describe the royal sport in progress. (3)

v) The poem ‘The Glove and the Lions’ is medieval in character. Pick out any
four medieval features in the poem. (4)

ICSE ACADEMY
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Question 7

Read the extract from the poem, ‘When Great Trees Fall’ by Maya Angelou angd
answer the questions that follow:

Our seuses restored, never

To be the same, whisper to us.
They existed. They existed.
We can be. Be and be

Better. For they existed

—

i) Who are ‘they’ referred to in the extract‘? What is the effect on our memory

when ‘they’ die? (3)
ii) Explain what our senses whisper to us. Why do you thmk the poet has said
that ‘they are never to be the same’? | - (3)

iif) What happens to the bereaved after a con51derable perlod of the death of
someone influential in their lives? , (3) 4

-

iv)What is the significance of the repetit'ibn of thé words ‘They existed’ in the
extract? Identify the figure of speech used here and explain its purpose. (3)

v) Elucidate on the note in which the poem concludes. What is the message that
- the poet is trying to convey through the poem?

| b1 (4)

8 of 8
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QUESTION PAPER 22

SECTION B
(Answer one or more questions from this section)
DRAMA
(Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare) -
Question 2 . L14)
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
Cassius: A friendly eye could never see such faults.
Brutus. A flatterer's would not, though they do appear as huge as high Olympus.
(i) Who does Cassius call out to in exasperation after this extract? Why? {31
(ii) Why does Cassius say that he is weary of the world? Give three reasons to support your answer.  [3]
(iti) How does Cassius try to justify that he has not wronged Brutus? [3]
(iv) Which literary device does Brutus use to describe Cassius' anger? Explain in your own words. [3]
(v) How do Brutus and Cassius reconcile with each other and bury their differences? (4]
Question 3
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: [16]
Antony: Villains, vou did not 50, when your vile daggers
Hack'd one another in the sides of Caesar:
gi) W]}w are the conspirators compared to during their act of killing Caesar? [3]
(i1) What does Antony go on to say about Casca after this extract? (3]
(iii) What ogth does Octavius take? What does this show about Octavius' feelings for Caesar? |3
(1v) According to Brutus, what kind of death would be most noble for Octavius? (3]
(v) How does Cassius assess Octavius to be? How far is his assessment correct? l.4]

ICSE ACADEMY
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SECTION C . <tion)
(Answer one or more questions fr:{‘;‘gt;ls se
ICSE ACADBMY nsw ‘ . ;
PROSE — SHORT . rd ol
| A collection if ICSE Short Stories 6

(Treasure Chest-

_Question 4 o ollow:
}?ead the extract given below and answer the questions that fi

; ; me grave
v chair, and, in the Same & ;
While { was wondering about it all. M. Hamel mounted his chair, ¢ lesson, [ shall give you.

1 A md il e is is the las
and gentle tone which he had used to me, said. "My children, th

[3]

- : :ome earlier?
(i)Who is the narrator and where is he and what temptation did, he overcome € 3]
(i) Who is M. Hamel? How was he dressed that day? ‘ ) 3]
(1ii) When the narrator glanced at the back benches, who all.d:d he sesq. ;3]
(iv) Why was it the last lesson by M. Hamel? What regret did he h.ave:-.
(v) What did M. Hamel say about the French language? What feelings are (4]

awakened in you after reading the chapter?
16]
Question 5 . [16]
Read the following extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

"That's my house," said Leonard Mead.
No one answered him.
The car moved down the empry river-bed streets and off away, leaving the empty streets
with the empty side-walks, and no sound and no motion all the rest of the chill November night.

(i) Where was Leonard Mead stopped by the police car? Why? [3]
(i1) What was Mead's offense, and how did he differ from the rest of the community? (3]
(iii) Whose residence was exceptionally well-lit, and what made it stand out as unusual? 3]
(iv) Who took Mead away, and what was the reason for his removal? [3]
(v} Was Mead conscious of his unusual behavior? In j'our opinion, was his
behavior truly unusual, or was it perceived as such by others? [4]
Section D
(Answer one or more questions from this section)
POETRY

(Treasure Chest- A collection if ICSE Short Stories and Poems)
Question 6
Read the following extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
The bloody foam above the bars came whisking through the air; Said F) rancis then,
"Faith, gentlemen, we're better here than there.”

(1) What type of royal Sport was taking place? Who were the spectators? [3]
(1i) Provide a brief description of the lions’ fi ght, (3]
(iii) What were De Lorge’s beloved’s thoughts about him? What was she certain of? [3]
(iv) What occurred when the lady tossed her glove into the pit and smiled at her lover? [3]
(v) What is the king’s opinion after De Lorge throws the glove at his
beloved’s face? What are your reflections at the end of the poem? [4]
—Question 7 [16]

Read the following extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
We breathe, briefly. Our eyes, briefly, see with a hurtful clarity.

(1) According to the poet what happens when great trees fall? (3]
(1) What is the effect on the death of a great soul in the air around us? (3]
t!il} What do we come to remember suddenly when someone dies? (3]
(1v) What happens to our minds when we suffer the loss of a great person? [3]
(V) How does the poet portray time as a healer in the poem? Explain. (4]

‘“‘*""’-"""“"F*#HII**‘tt**It!lm****a*******************m*‘****************************
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1CSE ACADEMY
SECTION B
(Answer one or more questions from this Section.)
DRAMA
(Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare)
Question 2

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

CAESAR '
Are we all ready? What is now amiss
That Caesar and his senate must redress?

METELLUS ,
Most high, most mighty, and most puissant
Caesar,

Metellus Cimber throws before thy seat

An humble heart— [He kneels]

(i) How does Caesar respond to the above action of Metellus Cimber? [3]
(if) Why does Caesar caution Metellus about being kicked as a dog? (3]
(iif) What is Metellus Cimber’s request? How does Brutus show his support to him? [3]
(iv) According to Caesar, why begging doesn't move him? [3]
(v) After Caesar's death, who approaches Brutus with Antony’s message? What does Antony
wish to convey? [4]
Question 3

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

CASSIUS

That you have wrong’d me doth appear in this:
You have condemn’d and noted Lucius Pella
For taking bribes here of the Sardians;
Wherein my lefters, praying on his side
Because | knew the man, were slighted off.
BRUTUS

You wrong’d yourself to write jn Such a case.

(i) What grievance does Cassius hold against Brutys in the above lines? [
(i) According to Brurus, What is Cassius condemned of? [3
(iii) How does Brutus explain to Cassius about his wrongdoing through Caesar's
assasination?

(iv) Why is Cassius aweary of the world?

(v) What does Brutus inform Cassius about Portja later in the scene?

ICSE ACADEMY
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contd: - std. X English Literature Preliminary Review, January 2025

SECTION C

(Answer one or more quo:s!ions from this Section.)

PROSE - SHORT STORIES .
(Treasure Chest - A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories)

Question 4
Read the following extract from William Sleator's story, "The Elevator and answer

the questions given below:

t the fourteenth floor, and a fat lady got on.

One morning the elevator stopped a
that ballooned around her.

She was wearing an old green coat

(i) How did the lady's appearance terrify Martin® (3]
(ii) How does Martin feel about the elevator at the beginning of the story? (3]
(iii) What insight do we get of the relationship between Martin and his father with regards to
him not using the elevator? (3]
(iv) How does the ending of the story increase the sense of fear and mystery around the fat
lady? )

(v) Critically examine the personality of Martin’s father. If given a choice, what traits would
[4]

you alter in him?

Question 5

Read the following extract from Alphonse Daudet’s story, 'The Last Lesson’ and
answer the questions given below:

Usually, when school began, there was a great bustle, which could be heard out in the
street, the opening and closing of desks, lessons repeated in unison, very loud, with our
hands over our ears to understand better, and teacher’s great ruler rapping on the table.

(i) What does Franz notice as unusual about the school that day, and what does he see

tl_f_lrough the window before entering? (3]
(!!_) How.: has Franz described his teacher’s attire on that day? [3]
Efn)) Enhst the people who came to attend the last lesson. Why? 3
iv) Explain the line: ‘as long as they hold fast to their | it i ' |
e vy y ir language it is as if they had the key to .
(v) How does M. Hamel deliver his last lesson? What was its impact on Franz? [4

ICSE ACADEMY
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Contd... Std. X English Literature Preliminary Review,

SECTIOND

(Answer one or more questions from this Section.)
POETRY .
(Treasure Chest - A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories)

Question 6

Read the following extract from the poem 'Haunted Houses' by H.W.Longfellow and
answer the questions that follow:

All houses wherein men have lived and died
Are haunted houses.

(i) What does the speaker mean by ‘haunted houses’? What is said about it in the beginning of
the poem? [3]

(3]
(i) How dces the poem depict the interaction between the living and the dead? [3]
(iif) What is the symbolic significance of the ‘pictures on the wall’ in relation to the ghosts in the
poem? [3]
(iv) How does the speaker contrast his experiences from that of the stranger? [3]
(v) What is the significance of the ‘bridge of light' in the poem? 4]

Question 7

Read the extract from Sukumar Ray’s poem, 'The Power of Music' given below and
answer the questions that follow:

Wﬁen Summer comes, we hear the hums
Bhisma Lochan Sharma.

(i) Where can you hear the hu

(ii) Explain the effect of Locha

(iii) How badly are the animal

(iv) Which other beings hav
h

ms of Lochan Sharma? How serious is he about his singing? [3]
N Sharma'’s singing on fellow human beings. (3]
s affected by the singing? [3]
_ € taken the brunt of Lochan’s singing? What was the impact? [3]
gz(:;lhat 's the role of the billy goat in this poem? How is it important? What action does it

[4]

****“'Th e En d***—k**
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ICSE ACADEMY
SECTION B
DRAMA
Q2. Read thie extract given below and answer the questions that follow: (16
marks)
Cassiu
Go Pir er on that hill
My sig ck, regard
Titinit, ccce svec risues <tou not' st about the field.
O my Lord!
Cassius:
What news?

1. wnat does Cassius ask Pindarus to do?Who is Pindarus? (3)
= ™" re does Brutus send Cassius' dead body? Why does he propose to send his
) that place? (3)
it instructions are given by Brutus at the end of the scene? (3)
y is the day significant to Cassius apart from being his 'birthday' the day he was
3)
5. What had Cassius earlier advised Brutus in the play to .
o proveated? Who dod - g - ;J lag; - (41;rove that this tragedy could

Q3. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: (16
marks)

Cassius .
Casca, Be Sudden, For We Fear Pnfventwn.
Brutus, What Shall Be Done? If This Be Known, Cassius Or Caesar Never

Shall Turn Back,

For I Will Slay Myself.
Brutus

Cassius, Be Constant.

Popilius Lena Speaks Not Of Our Purposes;

il 4
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For, Look, He Smiles, And C065%7" Doth Not Change
(1) "If this be-known -What does this” Refer to? If it would be known what
Could

happen? (3)

(2) What duty is assigned to Casca? Why Sh"';'ld he be "Sudden"? (3)

(3) What has Popilius Lena said and done which makes Cassius fear? What did
think that Lena was saying? How does Brutus show them that there is noming'toﬂigro

A)
(4) What was the task assigned to Trebonius? What petition did Metellus Cimber
flatter Caesar? (3)

present to Caesar? In what way did he
(5) Give two of the arguments given by Caesar to reject the petition made by Metellus
Give two traits of Caesar's character highlighted in these arguments? (3) .

SECTION C
Poetry
Q4. Read the extract given below and answer
marks)
1) Where was King Francis? Why was he there? Which characteristic
_are described in this stanza? (3)

{2) Who all were present in the audience, besides King Francis? Who sighed and for
whom? What is suggested by the phrase the ladies in their pride? (3)
(3) What is "it’ referred to as 'a gallant thing? Why is it so? (3)
(4) How has the speaker described de Lorge's beloved? Why has she been describes
as'always seemed the same? (3)
(5)Describe the fight? (4)

given below and answer

the questions that follow: (16

traits of Francis

the questions that follow: (16

Q5. Read the extract

marks)
nge abou! it made me think.

"When something stra ge @ :
This was no dust speck by ™ breathing blown."
How does it draw the attention of the

thought about it?
from the spe

referred to as 'speck"?

speaker? What was the speaker's immediate
did the speck do after suspecting danger

do in reaching the manuscript? (3)
'ran with terror and with cunning

(3) Why according to the speaker did the speck 'ran
crept? Why did the speck cower down in the middle o

speaker say is the modern world swept by? 3)
(4) What does the speaker allow the spec es the speaker hope? How
does the speaker’s attitude towards the speck, differ from the modern world? (3)

(5) Towards the end of the poem,
Give reason why you agree with the final decision of the spe

significance of the title (4)

aker's pen? What did it

il 4
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i that follow: (16
Q6. Read the extract given below and answer the questions (
marks)
te? What other plans came

(1) Who was late for school that morning? Why was be Ia

to his mind instead of going to school? (3)
2) D i
(2) Describe the scene when the school began. (3) » Why was the speaker

(3) What could the speaker see through the window

frightened?(3)

(4) Describe M Hammel's dressing.(3) : :

(5) Why does the narrator say that it would be his last Jesson? Explain briefly ho“f
the love for their

was M. Hamel a patriot, who wanted to instill among his students,
language and respect for their country. (4)

O 7. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: (16

marks)

Sometimes he would walk for hoirs and miles and return only at midnight to his
house. And on his way he would see the cottages and homes with their windows,
and it was not unequal to walking through s graveyard where only the faintest

glimmers of firefly light appeared behind the windows.
(1) What did Mr. Leonard Mead most dearly love to do? Which time of the year was

it? (3)

(i) Why had Mr. Mead wisely changed to sneakers? (3)

(iii) Describe the weather on the evening when Mr. Mead began his j()umey ina

westerly direction. What did he do as he walked along?(3)

iv) How has the author presented a contrast between the da s oht

story? [3] y and the night in the

(v) Describe the cloverleaf intersection during the day. H -

Mead when a lone car flashed a fierce white cope of i@torp::laiit:; mwohavetn:::; I(;)lfeML

last election year?

ICSE ACADEMY
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1CSE ACADEMY
SECTION B — DRAMA
(Answer one or more questions from this section)
(Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare)
Question 2

Read the extract from William Shakespeare’s play ‘Julius Caesar’ given below

and answer the questions that follow:

Brutus -

You must note beside,

That we have tried the utmost of our friends,
Our legions are brim-full, our cause is ripe.
The enemy increaseth every day.

We, at the height, are ready to decline.

There is a tide in the affairs of men,

Which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune,
Omitted, all the voyage of their life

's bound in shallows and in miseries.

16 marks

Page | 3
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a) To whom is Brutus giving the ar_gu:?nert'ts i
legions are brim-full, our cause IS ripe.”?

dicate that his military strength is in an

n this extract? What is meant by, “Ou(rgj

b) Give two arguments of Brutus to in
advantageous position.

(3)

» it | day.
c) Brutus says, “The enemy increaseth every day.” State how it increases every (33(

d) “There is a tide in the affairs of men.” What comparison is made between the

voyage of life and the voyage on sea? (3)

e) According to Brutus, “On such a full sea we are now afloat.” How is this

statement valid? (4)
Question 3
Read the extract from William Shakespeare’s play ‘Julius Caesar’ given below
and answer the questions that follow: 16 marks
Cassius —

Coming from Sardis, on our former ensign
Two mighty eagles fell, and there they perched,
Gorging and feeding from our soldiers' hands,
Who to Philippi here consorted us.

This morming are they fled away and gone,

And in their steads do ravens, crows, and kites
Fly o'er our heads and downward look on us
As we were sickly prey. Their shadows seem

A canopy most fatal, under which

Our army lies, ready to give up the ghost.

a) Inthis extract, Cassius narrates something he has seen. What is it? Did he

believe in the significance of such things earlier in his life? Give reasons for your
answer. =

b) Give the meaning of —

"As we were sickly prey. Their shadows seem
A canopy most fatal.”

What do these lines signify? (3)

¢) What did Cassius see the previous day and that morning? What do these signs
signify? 5

d) V\Qa; cadnfyou concl_ude from what Cassius says, a little later, that he was
prepared for a possible defeat? How does Brutus console Cassius after this? (3

P
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the idea that disloyalty and conspiracy do
(4)

- e) Briefly state how the play propagates
not succeed.
SECTION C - PROSE —~ SHORT STORIES

- ' this scene)
Answer one or more questions from -
(Treasure(Trove — A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories)

Question 4
Read the extract from Ray Bra

and answer the questions that follow:
Mr. Leonard Mead would pause, cock his head, listen, look, and march on, his feet
making no noise on the lumpy walk. For long ago he had wisely changed to sneakers
when strolling at night, because the dogs in intermittent squads would parallel his
journey with barkings if he wore hard heels, and lights might click on and faces appear
and an entire street be startled by the passiag of a lone figure, himself, in the early

November evening.

dbury’s short story ‘The Pedestrian’ given below
16 marks

a) Why does Mead deliberately attempt not to produce any sound while walking? (3)

b) What is suggested by Mead's act of wearing sneakers? (3)

c) Why is he described as a ‘lone figure’? Who would get startled by his walk at
night and why? (3)

d) State the characteristic traits of Lenoard Mead as reflected in this extract. (3

e) Explain the theme of non-conformity as presented in the story. (4)
Question 5
Read the extract from Alphonse Daudet’s short story ‘The Last Lesson’ given
16 marks

below and answer the questions that follow:

For a moment | thought of running away and Spending the day out of doors. It was so
warrn, so bright! The birds were chirping at the edge of the woods, and in the open field
back of the sawmill, the Prussian soldiers were drilling. It was all n;mch more temptin
than the rule for participles, but | had the strength to resist and hurried off to schopo:' >

a) Who'is referred to as ‘I’ in the extract? Where was heo :
funring SR s he? Why does he think of

(3)

b) Why does he want to spend the day outdoors? Wi - b bt
sl SEm His ol y $? Which of his characteristic tralts( elj
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n the rule for particip!es? Does he

d) What does the narrator find more tempting tha (3)
fall for the temptation? What does he do?
| : (4)
e) Explain briefly how is ‘The Last Lesson’ an appropriate title for the story
SECTION D - POETRY
(Answer one or more questions from this scene) .
(Treasure Trove — A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories)
Question 6 o
Read the extract from Robert Frost's poem ‘A Considerable Speck’ given below
and answer the questions that follow: 16 marks

{ have none of the tenderer-than-thou
Collectivistic regimenting love
With which the moderm world is being swept.
But this poor microscopic item now!
Since it was nothing | knew evil of
I fet it lie there till | hope it slept.

a) Which trait does the speaker refer to which he says he does not have? What is
the resuit of lacking this trait? (3)

b) Explain with reference to context, the meaning of the phrase — ‘Collectivistic
regimenting love'. (3)

¢) Towhom does the speaker refer to as ‘poor microscopic item'? Why? What does
it suggest about the speaker? (3)

d) Why did the speaker let the mite lie there? Do you think the speaker was right in
doing s0? Give one reason to support your answer. (3)

e) What is the central theme of the poem? How is an inconsequential mite used to
Justify the theme of the poem?

(4)
Question 7
Read the extract from Sukumar R ic’ gi
ay’s poem ‘The Power of Music’
and answer the questions that follgw: P T e tﬁ?:;rks

But Bf_w'sma Lochan, unconcemeqd goes
booming out his broadside. |

The wretched brutes resent th
e
they hear it sounded blare the hour

They whine and stare with feet in air or wonder

Pag
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ite confounded.
ﬁe fishes dived below the lake in frantic search

for silence,
The very trees collapse and shake - you hear the

crash a mile hence -
And in the sky the feathered fly turn turtle while

they're winging.

a) What was Bhisma Lochan unconcerned about? What is meant by ‘he goes
booming out his broadside’?

(3)

b) Who were the ‘wretched brute’? Why did they behave abnormally? (3)
c) How are the fishes and the trees affected by Bhisma Lochan’s singing? (3)
d) What happeps to the birds in the skies“? Do you agree with the speaker of the
poem? Justify. (3)
e) The billy goat is ‘a sagacious fellow." Comment (4)

ek koK
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Question 2
Read the extract given.be

Antony: This was the nobi

Did that they did #t ettwy of great Caesar;
hotiest thought,

d common good to all,“tuade one of them
a) Whereis tony at this time? ' “3@“
aking about in the first line of the extract?
iean by 'the noblest Roman'? [3]
b) What did the conspir :

Why did ‘he’ referred to'in the extract join them? [3]

¢) What is the allusion about the determination of man’s nature in Antony’s speech?
How does he relate it to the person he is speaking about? [3]

d) How does Octavi us: pay tribute to what Antony says about “the noblest
Roman'?

(3]
€) According to Antony, nature might proclaim proudly to all the world, “This

was a man!” Justify Antony’s opinion of the man, giving references from the play.

[4]
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‘_/Q'lﬁstion 3

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Caesar: I could be well mov d, if I were as you;
If I could pray to move, prayers would niove me;
But 1.am constant as the northern star,
Of whose true - fix'd and resting quality
There is no fellow in the firmament.

a) What are the conspirators attempting to ‘move’ Caesar to do? 3]

How does Caesar contrast himself and the others, in the first two lines of this extract?

b) What comparison does Caesar draw between himself and the northern star in the above

extract? s, B , ;

What else does he comment about the n()"l?‘ﬂ:lgrn star in the subsequent lines? 3]
<) Explain the line, * I do know but one That unas}m'\lable holds on his rank’. - -

What is the irony in this staternent made by Caesar? - et 4 (3

d) Who is the next person to mak

How does Caesar put hi {
What is the allusig;;;ﬁ?i}ﬁg“

1

e)  In this scene, Caesar frequently refers
the soothsayer and Arf

A
A,

esar's character? [4]

iix,  (Answer oneor m que tions from this section)
PROSE- SHOR@STORIES
( Treasure A collection.of ICSE short stories and poems)
Question 4. s ¥ f
Read the following extra m Ama Ata Aidoo’s short story ‘The Girl Who Can’ and answer
the questions that follow: |
She would once stop whatever she was doing and mouth open, stare at me for a very long r‘zme. Then' |
bending and turning her head slightly, so that one ear comes down towards me, she’ll say in that voice:
‘Adjoa, you say what?’ | o
a) Who is referred to as ‘she’ in the extract?
What were her two reactions to what Adjoa would say?
b) What was her yardstick for a woman'’s approved legs? o How did
€) School was often a subject of conversation between her and Adjoa’s mother.Ho

E)

(3]

their perspectives on it differ?
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district sports meet?

hree women emerge ;
e all- round junior athlete. [4]

vinners in their own right. Explain with reference to Adjoa's
asy

achievement as the best

Vgﬁéshon 5.

Read the following extract from Alphonse Daudet’s short story “The Last Lesson” and answer
ns that follow:
It;;j Ezzzsj:ims all so still! I had counted on the commotion to get to my desk without being seen; but of
course, that day everything had to be as quiet as on a sunday morning.
a) Who is the speaker in the above lines? Y : [3]
Why did he not want to be seen? A, :
What sounds could usually be heard when hool began”

b) Why had M.Hamel, the french teacher, put ofl\qin&.fme sunday- clothes? [3]
Why were the old men of the

[3]

d) M. Hamel, initially viewed as a stef’::(i g ,Méppeared«tobe a changed man during his

last lesson’f‘Explam giving examples m the text. ko [3]
€) Doyou beheve thei:ltle "The Last Lesson"is ppropriate? Justify giving at least two
reasons. i j G 4]
If you were to glvea dlfferent ﬁﬂe to the story, what would it be and why?
.. SECTIOND
(Answer cme or'more questions from this section)
" JPOETRY
(Treasure Chest - A collectwn of ICSE short stories and poems)
\_/Qﬁestmn 6. -

. Read the following extract from Maya Angelo’s poem ‘When Great Trees Fall’ and answer the
questions that follow:

And when great souls die,after a period peace blooms,
slowly and always irregularly.
Spaces fill with a kind of soothing electric vibration.

Our senses, restored, never to be the same, whisper to ys.

T?‘I.Ey exlsted They exISfEd

We can be. Be atd be
better. For they existed.
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(a) What is the Impact of

the falling of great treeg i,
‘ : S1n a forest? (3]
(b) What happens “after a period’ following the death of a great soul? (3]
What does the worg bloom suggest?
(c) Which spaces is the Poetess talking about? (3]

How are these Spaces filled?

(d) What is the significance of the repeated phrase "They existed" in the
extract?

Question 7, &
Read the following extract from Robert Frost’s?) en
questions that follow:
I'have none of the tenderer- than -thou
Collectivistic regimenting love
With which the modern world is being s

i

KJ&:;(
wept
i

[3]
the poem at; i beginning of the poem? 3]
f the ‘w ' rogresses?
et éalise that the mite was intelligent and had a mind
% 31
What does he mention about the feet of the mite?

(d) The speaker refers to Collectivistic regimenting Jove which was quite popular.
Explain the ideology. [3]
Why does he not believe in thig ideology?

(e) What reactions of the Speck does the speaker notice? (4]
What do these reactions suggest about the mjte?
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r SECTION - B

re questions from this section)
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

(Answer one or mo
JULIUS CAESAR-

Question 2 1
nswer the questions that follow:

Read the extract given below &a
Antony:1 tell you that which you yourselves do know;

Show you sweel Caesar's wounds, poor poor dumb mouths,
And bid them speak for me. but were I Brutits,
And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony
Would ruffle up YOu! spirits and put a tongue
In evety wound of Caesar, that should move
The stones of Rome to rise and mutiny.
« poor dumb mouths”™? If Brutus were Antony, what

. wounds e
ry wound of Caesar? (31

(1) Why are the
would have happened to eve
3
Turn Over
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; 2
&m(;*}"“ ‘hat had Caesar left as a legacy for the Romans in his will?

(iii) Explain the phrase, ‘Now let it work: Mischief, thou art afoot,

131
Take thou what course thou wilt! S
an to do”
(iv) At the end of the scene, how does the mob leave the scene? What do they p o

- o
What does Antony, being satisfied, say after the departure of the mob’
achieve
(v) Compare the funeral orations of Brutus and Antony. Why was Antony able to

4
better success than Brutus? [ |

Question 3

Read the extract given below & answer the questions that follow:
iumnius: What says my lord?
Brurus: Why, this Volumnius:
The ghost of Caesar hath appear’d to me
Two several times by night; at Sardis once,
And, this last night, here in Philippi fields:
I know my hour is come.

(i)  How does the appearance of the ghost of Caesar symbolize Brutus ‘inner turmoil and

conflict over his decision to assassinate Caesar? 131
Cixp n what ways does the appearaﬁce"bf'ﬂie ghost of Caesar in twe different locations
represent a turning point m.the plot of the play‘> g [3]
(i) What does Brutus wkusper to-Clitus that: 3 him react very strongly? What does he
say? What does it mdjcateiabout Chtus ’feelmgs towards Brutus? [3]
{iv) How did the prophecy of the_ ghf)%t of Caesar come true? How many times and where
did the ghost of Caesar appear-to Brutus‘? 3]
(v)  What does Brutus request Volumnlus to do‘?’ What special relationship did the two
share in the past? [4]
SECTION-C |

(Answer one or more questions from this section)

. PROSE - SHORT STORIES _
(Treasure Chest — A Collection of Poems and Short Stories)

The Pedestrian- Ray Bradbury
Question 4
Reud the extract and answer the questions that Jfollow:
“Now if you had a wife to give you an alibi,” said the iron voice.

& ive you an
(1) Who is the iron voice? Why did the voice say, “Now if you had a wife 108

alibi”? Bl
(11} Where was Mr Mead being taken to? What characteristics of Mr Mead do you think[3]

was found regressive by the law enforcing force? :
(1i1Y  Describe Mr Mead’s house? What does it signify? 5
(iv)  What reasons did Mr Mead give for walking? How frequently did he go for a walk

S TR t

4
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[
.

(v) According to
2 to you, what : -
the state of socict;’ in A dI )ngggiawbh;nc-u of human activity on the streets suggest abou!
Pedestrain” offers? ’ at i1s the underlying message that the story * The
4]

Question 5

Read the ext ;
ract given below and answer the questions that follow.

The Last lesson- Alphonse Daudet

For fort : 5
Sorty years he had been there in the same place, with his garden outside the window

and his class in front of him, just like that.
(i)  Who is ‘he’ here?

What thoughts crossed Franz’s mind about the pigeons on the ro0of”
e garden during M. Hame! s forty-

13

(ii) What physical changes occurred in the class and th

year tenure as a teacher at the school? (31

(iii) What did Franz notice whenever he looked up from his writing? [3]
(iv) What emotions did Franz experience during the lesson? {3]
(4]

(v) How did Franz’s perception of M. Hamel change throughout the story?

[ SECTION-D s

(Answer one or more questions from this
POETRY

(Treasure Chest —A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short St

ries)

Question 6 p
Read the extract and answer the questio
When Gi'ea; Trees Fall—Maya Angelou

ns that follow:

When great trees Sfall,
rocks on distant hills shudder,

lions hunker down

in tall grasses,

and even elephants -

Jumber after safety. A
“When greﬁt trees fall’
hile composing this poem?
to convey by using the metaphor of great wees

(i) What does the phrase mean metaphorically? Whose death was
- 131

the poetess mourning W
(i)  What do you think the poet is trying
falling and its effect on nature?
What happens 10 small things when g{eat trees fall in forests? How floesqthe preseru:\-;|
of great trees provide a sense of security or comfort for the small things: 13
ou think Maya Angelou

131

(iii)

(iv) Nescribe the impact of great souls on our minds? V\Th’f\t dg y §
means by ‘the unutterable ignorance of dark, cold caves ” :

: in t th. loss, mourning healing and renewal in the poem.

(v) Bringout the main themes of death, 25
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Read the extract given below and answer the questions that Sollow:

The Glove and the Lions — Leigh Hunt
King Francis was a hearty king, and loved a royal sport.
And one day as his lions fought, sat looking on the court;
The nobles filled the benches, and the ladies in their pride
And’mongst them sat the Count de Lorge. with the one for whom
he sighed:

(i) Where was the king sitting? What was going on?
Who were watching the spectacle?

(i) ~ For whom did the Count sigh? Why? How is she described later on?

(iii)  Explain the lines, ‘And truly ‘twas a gallant thing to see that crowning show,

Valour and love, and a king above, and the royal beasts bélow.”

3]
(3]

(3]

(iv)  Why is this poem a ballad? Who are the main characters of this ballad and what

character traits are portrayed in each of them?

(v) Elucidate on the theme of false pride and vanity ag;showcased humorously in the

poem, ‘The Glove And the Lions’?

131

(4]
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Section ‘B’
(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
DRAMA
(Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare)

ion 2
the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

y: “Yet, stay awhile;

thalt not back till I have borne this corpse
\e marketplace: there shall I try,

oration, how the people take

uel issue of these bloody men.

vhom is Antony speaking? What is the purpose of the listener’s visit? Where does

scene take place?

at had Antony said to the listener before telling him to ‘stay awhile’? Why? How

the listener help Antony?

slain the meaning of ‘oration’. What does this extract reveal to us about what
ny proposed to do? ‘

at does Antony consider as a ‘cruel issue’? What was his view on the

el issue’?

v a character sketch of Antony.

13
: extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

You wrong’d yourself in such a case.
In such a time as this it is not meet
That every nice, offence should bear his comment.

are Brutus and Cassiu$? What charge is levelled by Brutus against Cassius?
vas Cassius angry with Brutus? What does Brutus mean by *You wrong’d

If in such a case’?

loes Cassius feel they should not argue in “such a time’? What qualities of
is are showcased through this argument?

loes Brutus accuse Cassius of after this extract? How did Cassius react to
cusation?

es Brutus tell Cassius to remember and reflect upon to prove bribery is

B3]
B3] 1
B3]

3]
[4]

B3]
3]
3]
3]
[4]
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(Answer one or more questions Jrom this Section)
PROSE: SHORT STORIES
(Treasure Chest: A Collection of ICSE poems and short stories)

istion 4
d the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

»w she knows I live on seventeen”, he thought. ‘
ave you ever noticed a strange lady in the elevator?” he asked his father that evening.

an’t say I have”, he replied, not looking away from the television.
Who is referred to as ‘he’ in the above extract? Why does ‘he’ not want her to know

where he lived? [3]
How did ‘he’ feel about the ‘strange lady’ in the elevator? [3]
) Why was the ‘élevator’ mentioned in the extract unpleasant to use? [3]
) Why was ‘he’ not able to tell his ‘father’ about his problems? What was the father’s
attitude towards him? What does this say about his father? 13]
Do you think the fears of ‘he’ in the story were irrational? How do you think he

could have overcome them? [4]
lestion 5

ad the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
aile I was thinking of all this, I heard my name called. It was my turn to recite.

Who is referred to as ‘I’ in the above extract? Who called out his name? What is the

etting of the story? 13
What was ‘I’ thinking of when he heard his name been called out? Bl
) What was ‘I’ asked to ‘recite’? How did he feel after his recitation? 3]
) How did ‘I’ expect the person who called out his name to respond? How did the

person who called his name respond in reality? [3]
Describe the appropriateness of the title of the story ‘The Last Lesson’. [4]

Section ‘D’
(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
Poetry

(Treasure Chest: A Collection of ICSE poems and short stories)

estion 6
id the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

Our souls,
dependent upon their
nurture,
now shrink, wizened.
Our minds, formed
and informed by their
radiance, fall away.

Vho is referred to as ‘their’ in the above extract? Explain how ‘Our souls’ depend on

their nurture’? ; 3]

Bxplain how the loss of ‘their’ can lead to existential crisis in people. 3]

Explain how the above lines draw parallels between the reaction of nature and

human beings when they experience profound changes. k]|

Identify and explain the figure of speech used in the line ‘Our minds formed/

and informed by their/ rad state re we thrown when

‘their’ die? [3]
(v) £xplain and discuss the the n ‘W ‘Trees Fall’. [4]

ICSE ACADEMY



il 4

ICSE ACADEMY

Qllution 7
2 the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

‘It faltered: I could see it hesitate;

Then in the middle of the open sheet
Cower down in desperation to accept
Whatever I accorded it of fate.

I have none of the tenderer-than-thou
Collectivistic regimenting love
With which the modern world is being swept'.

(i) Who is referred to as ‘It’ in the above extract? Why did ‘It’ hesitate? In what state

was ‘It'? 3]
(ii) Explain the line ‘Collectivistic regimenting love’. 3]
(iii) Explain the attitude of the poet towards ‘It’ in the extract. ) 131
(iv) What is the meaning of ‘Cower down’? Do you think ‘It’ made the right decision by

cowering down? Do you think it had a choice? Why? 31
(v) What is the truth of the ‘modern world’ according to the poet? What flaws does he
find in the mindset of people? [4]

il 4

ICSE ACADEMY



@ QUESTION PAPER 30

ICSE ACADEMY
SECTION B
(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
DRAMA ..
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare '-
Question 2

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that

follow:

Cassius: I denied you not.
Brutus: You did.

Cassius: I did not: he was but a fool that brought
My answer back. Brutus hath rived my heart:
A friend should bear his friend's infirmities but Brutus makes

mine greater than they are.

i) Where does the scene take plac i
e? Mention t
present here? e Chﬁf‘ﬂg)er's

il 4
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scene, what does one of the

i) At the onset of the same " s
speakers accuse the other of:
: ing' Id one of the
i) What is meant by ‘vaunting? How cou = &

speakers prove his 'vaunting' at this point of tim

iv) List the arguments put forth by Brutus to refute Cassius
about, 'the enemy seek us' ? (3)

v) Earlier in the scene, state the information shared by Brutus
with one of his loyal soldiers as they decided to discuss about
our necessities’. Elucidate the response given by this soldier fo
Brutus. (4)

Question 3
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that

follow:

Lucilius: Safe Antony; Brutus is safe enough;
I dare assure thee that no enemy
Shall ever take alive the noble Brutus.
The gods defend him from so great a shame!
When you do find, or alive or dead
he will be found like Brutus, like himself.

i.  Inwhat sense is Brutus safe enough? How are the second
and third lines of the extract become prophetic? (that is

indicative of what is going to take place) (3)

ii.  Who has Just been killed when Lucilius is captured? Who has

captured Lucilius? What have they done with him? @
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1. “"The gods defend him from S0 great a shame!” What was
considered shameful according 1o the Roman custom? (3)

iv. What is happening on the battlefield? Who is emerging
victorious? Mention the two objectives in Lucilius’ mind,

while impersonating Brutus: What do you think are the
(3)

objectives?

v. Give a detailed account of Antony's tribute to Brutus

towards the end of the play (4)

Section C

(Answer one or more questions from this Section)
PROSE-SHORT STORIES
TREASURE CHEST-A Collection of ICSE Short Stories and Poems

Question 4
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that

follow:
Mr. Leonard Mead would pause, cock his head listen look and march on, his

feet making no noise on the lumpy walk for long ago he had wisely changed to
sneakers when strolling at night because the dogs in the intermittent squads
would parallel his journey with barkings, if he wore hard heels..’

i) Why does Mr. Leonard Mead start wearing sneakers instead
of hard heels while strolling at night? (3)

i) Why does he stumble while walking? What does ‘cement was

(3)

vanishing suggest?
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Mead's comparison with a moth?

ook ac What is suggested by

i) hted the feeling of fear and

How has the author highlig (3)
foreboding?

iv)What was Mead s profession? Why did the police car
describe it as No professmn'? What does it reflect upon?

Highlight Mr Mead's fascination with nature (3)

v) What is the central theme of the story, The Pedestrian’
which the author wishes to highlight? Why does he m‘erjhon
the year A.D 2053 and say that the narrative is a ‘chilling

wake-up call? (4)

Question

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that
follow:

'When I passed the Townhall, there was a crowd in front of the
bulletin board, for the last two years all our bad news had come
from there...

i) Identify the speaker: Why does he make this remark? At this
juncture, who calls out to him? With whom was he standing? (3)
i) What kind of atmosphere was encountered by the speaker?
What did he expect? Why was he hoping to get that 'usual’
atmosphere? (3)
iii) How did the teacher make his student feel less guilty for not
knowing the French language? (3)
iv) How did M. Hamel expound the significance of the French
language? (3)

v) ' The Last Lesson’that M Hamel gave to his students was not

just a lesson in language and writing, but a lesson in paTrioTism@
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resistance to foreign domination of their country’ Justify the

statement citing examples from the text. (4)

SECTIOND ‘
(Answer one or more questions from this Section)

POETRY
(TREASURE CHEST-A Collection of ICSE Short Stories and Poems)

Question 6
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that

follow:
The welkin weeps to hear his screech, and mighty

mansions tumble.
But now there comes a billy goat, a most
sagacious fellow
i) Who 'weeps' in this extract and why? Which figure of

speech is reflected in 'welkin weeps'? In which season can
you hear Bhisma singing? State the two places mentioned
in the poem (3)
ii)  How did the poet elaborate on the reaction of these
wretched brutes’ after listening to Bhisma Lochan's
singing? (3)
iii) How has the poet described Bhisma's determination to
keep singing? What kind of a poem is this? (3)
iv) Identify the underlying theme of the Poem and explain
the same. Justify the title as q perfect Paradox. (3)
v)  Describe the attack of the goat that ‘gave the world the
golden gift of silence (4)

il 4
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estions that
Read the extract given below and answer the qu

follow:

Plainly with an intelligence I dealt.
It seemed too tiny to have room for feet
Yet must have had a set of them complete
To express how much it didn't want to die.
It ran with terror and cunning crepft.
/t faltered.

i) Which characteristic trait of the mite is the speaker talking
about in the first line of this extract? Why? (3)
i) What did it‘do in the middle of the sheet of paper? Why? (3)

iii) Explain the attitude of the speaker towards the mite in this

extract (3)

iv) What did ‘it drink or smell with loathing? Why? What did 'it'elo
thereafter? (3)

v) How does the phrase, 'tenderer than thou' and 'collectivistic
regimenting love' expound the poet's mindset regarding the

state of affairs? (4)

il 4
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